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“Biodiversity in focus” – environmental photography prize

The United Nations declared 2010 to be the International Year of Biodiversity. It is a celebration of life on earth and of the value of biodiversity for our lives. The world is invited to take action in 2010 to safeguard the variety of life on earth: biodiversity. In this context the residents of Bangladesh are challenged to showcase the diversity of life in and around the Ganges-Brahmaputra Delta.

For the next 12 months the international community is celebrating biological diversity – the variety of life on earth – and boosting awareness of how important it is for our lives. Most people appreciate the beauty of the natural world, but awareness of biodiversity, how seriously it is threatened, and the implications for human wellbeing, is alarmingly low. This is your opportunity to showcase the diversity of plants and animals found in Bangladesh and highlight their importance to our day-to-day lives. 

“Biodiversity in focus” – environmental photography prize will be awarded to an individual a single photograph taken in the past 2 years that most effectively communicates an aspect of biodiversity in Bangladesh, under five themes. The competition welcomes entries which are exclusive to the competition, unpublished, and not submitted to previous competition.
Purpose

The “Biodiversity in Focus” environmental photography prize recognizes and rewards outstanding environmental photography and is awarded for a single photograph that most effectively communicates an aspect of national biodiversity in a related theme. 
This photography competition seeks to raise awareness about the significance of national biodiversity and to portray the richness of Bangladesh biodiversity and its degradation and how it is interfacing with livelihoods.

The photograph might be a startling image that captures the essence of biodiversity conservation. It may illustrate the workings of nature or the beauty of the variety of life on earth – plant or animal. It may illustrate the degradation of ecosystems or threats to endangered animals. It might give fresh insight into human interaction with biodiversity or an emerging initiative to conserve nature.

The definition of 'biodiversity' is, for the purpose of this prize, a comprehensive one. It is a term we use to describe the variety of life on earth. It refers to the wide variety of animals, plants, their habitats and their genes, this includes diversity within species, between species, and of ecosystems.

Amateur and Professional photographers can enter images in the following categories: 

1. Nature in the urban landscape 

2. Ecosystems under threat (degradation)

3. Human interface with nature (livelihoods)

4. Diversity of life under a changing climate

5. Emerging initiatives to conserve nature

Students, 14 years and under will be posed the question “Where is nature in my day?” to inspire their images. These images can be photo or drawings. Drawings should be delivered to IUCN Bangladesh, House 11, Road 138, Gulshan 1, Dhaka 1212.
Prizes

In each category there will be one Professional and one Amateur prize winner.

For Students under 14 years of age, there will be three winners.
All winners will be invited to attend the awards ceremony to receive a trophy and certificate. 
Judging Criteria

Judging criteria:

 

a. technical excellence (20%)
b. aesthetics (30%), and 
c. creativity in communicating a biodiversity concept or idea related to category (50%).
CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

Entries close midnight Thursday 6 May 2010.

Entrants must be currently living in Bangladesh.  

The photograph must have been taken no more than 24 months prior to the closing date for entries.

An individual can submit only one photograph per category. Photographs entered must be the original work of the entrant.

Photographs entered may not have been used in, or prepared for use in, promotional or advertising campaigns, or publications.

Entries can be produced using a range of techniques including but not limited to standard or specialist photographic techniques; high speed/stroboscopic/time-lapse photography; macro lens. 

Editing and/or digital manipulation of photographs is permitted. However, entrants are required to disclose details of significant editing/digital manipulation etc in their entry. Such editing/manipulation does NOT disqualify an entry as long as this work has been disclosed and as long as any material, images etc used in this process are the photographer's own work.

It is the responsibility of the entrant to ensure that they have complied with all copyright requirements relating to their entry and that they have obtained any and all permissions, including releases from any person capable of being recognized in an entry and/or copyright owner's permission to have the image judged, displayed or published. 

Copyright of photographs remains with the photographer. 

Entrants authorize and grant to IUCN Bangladesh the limited right to use all or any part of their entry solely for publicity and promotional purposes relating to this prize. This includes exhibiting and displaying entered photographs in public venues as part of an exhibition of entries 
“Biodiversity in Focus” environmental photography prize and using all or part of the entry in publicity or other material relating to this exhibition. The name of the photographer will be printed clearly with their image each time the image is reproduced by IUCN Bangladesh. 
The deliberations of the judging panel remain confidential. All recommendations and decisions taken are binding and final and no correspondence will be entered into on such matters. 

Information provided by the entrant(s) in relations to “Biodiversity in Focus” environmental photography prize (including photos), may be used by IUCN Bangladesh for promotional/publicity purposes. 

Personal information provided in connection with the “Biodiversity in Focus” environmental photography prize will be used only by IUCN Bangladesh and only in connection with the International Year of Biodiversity.

How to enter

Complete the entry form including a description of the photograph and email the photograph by midnight on Thursday 6 May 2010.

Email photos to info@iucnbd.org
Images must be no larger than 5 MB.

If you require further information or help, please contact the IUCN Bangladesh Communication Officer on +88 02 989 0423 or email edwina.hollander@iucn.org
Drawings for students under 14 years old should be delivered to IUCN Bangladesh, House 11, Road 138, Gulshan 1, Dhaka 1212.
Awards ceremony
The award ceremony will be held during the evening of Friday 21 May. Only finalists will be invited to the award ceremony. Entrants will be notified if required to attend the awards ceremony, do not contact IUCN Bangladesh for confirmation, no correspondence will be entered into. 
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